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Conny Reuter
� Born and grown in Altena 
� Studies in Bonn and Cologne
� Activist, animateur and leader
� Consciousness objector at AWO 
� Ligue de l'enseignement
� Franco-German Youth Office
� SOLIDAR Secretary General



SOLIDAR Members 2009



What is SOLIDAR?

� A European network of NGOs

� 53 member organisations based in 25 
countries, 20 of which are in the EU.

� Our members are national organisations 
working in one or all of our areas of activity.



SOLIDAR’s Vision

� SOLIDAR’s vision is for all people 
around the world to be able to live in 
dignity.



What is SOLIDAR?

� SOLIDAR works to promote social justice, 
equality, solidarity and participation in the 
fields of social affairs, international 
cooperation and education.

� Works in alliance with social democratic and 
socialist parties,trade unions and 
progressive civil society



History

� Created in 1948 under the name International 
Workers’ Aid (IWA)

� IWA changed its name to SOLIDAR in 1995 when it 
moved to Brussels

� SOLIDAR celebrated its 60th Anniversary in last 
year.



Different Areas of Work

SOLIDAR has 3 main pillars:

� Social Affairs

� International Cooperation

� Education and Lifelong Learning



SOLIDAR Structure



Secretariat in 2009



Social Affairs

� Access to high-quality, accessible, 
affordable social care for all members of 
society

� A balanced approach to socially and 
environmentally sustainable economy, 
employment and social policy 

� Social and active inclusion
� Redistribution of wealth
� Freedom from discrimination



International Cooperation

� Development cooperation and humanitarian 
aid

� International trade
� Migration and integration
� Cooperation in the field between members
� Emergency relief and desaster 

reconstruction 



GLOBAL NETWORK

� Common project of 
SOLIDAR and IFWEA

� A worldwide alliance of trade 
unions and civil society 
organisations working together 
for a fair globalisation. 

� Areas of work are trade , 
migration and social 
protection.



International Cooperation

� Decent Work Decent Life campaign : 
SOLIDAR is part of the Decent Work Alliance which 
promotes decent work and the inclusion of the 
concept in European and international policies.



Education

� Access to public and quality education for all

� Life-Long Learning (LLL)

� Professional and vocational training 
accompanying social services 
� Education and migration

� Education as an investment in times of crisis ie 
qualifications, training



Horizontal Areas

� Migration
� Legal & Irregular Migration

� Co-Development
� Integration

� Civil Society Dialog 

� Future of Europe
� Lisbon Treaty
� European Social Model - post Lisbon

� Global Europe



Alliances & Partnerships

EU Institutions
-European Council
-European Commission
-European Parliament
-European Economic & 
Social Committee
-Committee of the Regions

Secretariat

Member
Organisations

International Bodies

UN institutions
National Governments



Networks of Networks

CONCORD Social Platform EUCIS-LLL

National Platforms Other European networks 

Global Network

50 member organisations in 25 
countries



Contact Information

SOLIDAR
Rue du Commerce 22
1000 Brussels
Tel: +32 2 500 10 20
solidar@solidar.org

Keep up to date with 
SOLIDAR’s activities 
by subscribing to our 
Weekly Round Up on 

www.solidar.org

WWW.SOLIDAR.ORG



Jean-Marie Mignon:

� Popular education was based on 
emancipation, liberation of the 
individual. It is now about social link, 
working for integration, educate in a 
common social norm and think 
globally



Education populaire

Origin and references: 

� Diderot and Rousseau: Social 
emancipation

� Condorcet: Rapport sur l’instruction



Education populaire

Origin:

� Revolution from 1830: L’idée sociale

� Industrial Revolution and brutal social 
consequences

Beginning 19th century:

� Social ideas within catholic church

� Education of « masses populaires »
and empoyerment



Education populaire

1866:

� Jean Macé creates French League for 
teaching based on the Belgium model of 
popular libraries

French particularities:

� LAICITE

� Conflict between Laics and confessionals

� Complementarity with public school system



Education populaire

1871:

� French defeat in war against Prussia

� Commune de Paris defeated

But:

� 1882: Public School Laws from Jules 
Ferry: compulsory, public, free and laic



Education populaire

1894:

� Dreyfus

� Call from Emile Zola „J‘accuse“

� Creation of public instruction societies



Education populaire

1894:

� Universités Populaires

� Political support from Radicals, 
Socialists and Anti-Cerics

� Creation of organisations and 
networks
� FSCF

� UFCV



Education populaire

After 1st World War:

� Scouts mouvement in France
� Youth Hostels (created in 1909 in 

Altena/Germany by Richard Schirmann)

1936:

� Front Populaire: law on 40 hours 
working time and leisure time

� Orientation on education in a popular 
dimension



Education populaire

Nazi-occuption and 2nd World War:

� Pétain and Catholic Church vs. 
Résistance and Laics movments

1942:

� René Capitant (Commissioner on 
National Education and Health in 
Résistance) 

� Renewed popular education



Education populaire

European references:

� Denmark: Grundtvig (19th century)

� Germany: Humboldt and Pestalozzi on 
„Bildung“

� UK: Work-based Learning and 
Community Education

� Italy: Education to environment and 
culture



Education populaire

European common references:

� Education and Culture

� Social learning dimension

� Self determination

� Civic Education



Education populaire

European common references:

� Relation of human beings with their 
environment
� natural

� social

� learning 

� Diversity and understanding of 
evolution



Education populaire

Today in France:

� Popular Education

� Civic Education

� Youth, Sports and Culture

� Post- et Périscolaire

� LLL

� Migration and Integration



Education populaire

Challenges:

� Response to social and global crisis

� Prolonge and support public education 
systems

� LLL not focused on professional 
training, workers and unions education

� Cultural dimension

� Migration and Integration


